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SUMMARY

Public Kick-Off Meeting on March 31, 2015
Clearlake Road (State Road 501)
Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study
LOCATION:

Eastern Florida State College – Community Dining Room (Building 11, Room 129)
1519 Clearlake Road, Cocoa, Florida 32922

TIME:

5:30 pm to 7:30 pm

ATTENDEES:

18 Signed in Citizens
Elected Officials/Agency Members
Tyler Furbish, Cocoa City Councilman – District 4
Steve Beldon, Community Services Director, City of Cocoa
Ed Wegerif, Public Works Director, City of Cocoa
Georganna Gillette, Transportation Program Specialist, Space Coast TPO
Project Team
Jazlyn Heywood, Florida Department of Transportation
Amy Sirmans, Florida Department of Transportation
Bill Walsh, Florida Department of Transportation
Taleb Shams, Florida Department of Transportation
Judee Boland, Florida Department of Transportation (HDR)
Rudy Gotmare, Scalar Consulting Group
Mary Hayden, Scalar Consulting Group
Linda Trujillo, Scalar Consulting Group
John Scarlatos, Scalar Consulting Group
Laura Turner, Laura Turner Planning Services

PREPARED BY:

Laura Turner, Laura Turner Planning Services

Date: April 23, 2015

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is conducting a Project Development and
Environment (PD&E) Study to evaluate improvements to Clearlake Road (State Road 501) from
south of Michigan Avenue to west of Industry Road in Brevard County. The project is
approximately 1.35 miles in length. The intersections with Michigan Avenue and Industry Road
are included in the project limits. There are three signalized intersections: Michigan Avenue,
Otterbein Avenue, and Industry Road.
The roadway configuration varies throughout the corridor; however, it generally has two
northbound lanes and one southbound lane. The posted speed limit varies from 40 mph to 45
mph along the corridor. The traffic evaluation study is underway, which will update the 2008
study. The proposed improvements are to include four travel lanes (two lanes in each direction)
throughout the entire corridor. Two typical sections will be considered: (1) four-lane divided,
and (2) five-lane undivided, which includes a center bi-directional turn lane. Sidewalks and
bicycle lanes will be included in both typical sections.
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Before improvement alternatives are developed, the study team wanted to gather input from the public.
A Public Kick-Off Meeting was held on March 31, 2015, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Eastern
Florida State College – Cocoa Campus, Community Dining Room (Building 11, Room 129), located at
1519 Clearlake Road, Cocoa, Florida 32922. Study information was displayed in an open house
format, which provided the opportunity for the public to review information displayed throughout the
meeting as well as to discuss specific items with the study team members. This summary provides the
highlights of the notification process, information shared at the Public Kick-Off Meeting, and the
comments received. Details are located in the project files and are included in the Public Involvement
Program.

Meeting Notification
Several notification techniques were used to publicize the Public Kick-Off Meeting, which are
summarized in Figure 1. Generally, the meeting was publicized through: advertisements (Florida
Administrative Register and Florida Today); website announcements (FDOT public meetings page and
the Clearlake Road project website); direct mailings (emailed letters with Newsletter #1 to elected and
appointed officials as well as mailed letters to property owners with Newsletter #1); hand distributions of
Newsletter #1 to corridor businesses; and a news release (emailed to Brevard County media outlets).

Study Information at the Meeting
As individuals signed in, they could receive a comment form and a copy of Newsletter #1 (English and
Spanish versions available). A copy of the newsletter is provided in Figure 2. Individuals could share
their input by submitting a completed form at the meeting or send it to the study team afterwards
through April 17, 2015. From 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., two sets of the following study displays were
available for review in an open house format: aerial map of the study area; project process board;
project schedule; Title VI board; and a PD&E Study description board. Citizens were able to review this
information throughout this meeting. In addition, study team members were available to answer
questions and to hold “one-on-one” conversations with the meeting attendees. There was no project
presentation.

Written Comments Received
Written comments were shared with the study team through the submittal of six completed comment
forms at the March 31, 2015 meeting and four emails submitted from March 26, 2015 through April 1,
2015. These comments and related study team responses are included in the project files. Here is a
summary of the comments that were shared during this time. The number in parenthesis indicates how
often the comment was made.
Consider Project Elements
 Have an advanced railroad signal at the Clearlake Road/Michigan Avenue intersection so
drivers know when Michigan Avenue is closed to US 1 due to trains (1)
 Include sound walls for homes that backup to Clearlake Road (1)
 Re-look at continuing State Road 524 eastward (along the north side of Wal-Mart) to US 1,
which would be convenient and alleviate traffic issues (1)
 Need to expand to multiple lanes (1)
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Impacts to Property
 Concerns about impacts to homes on Clearlake Road, including: septic tank; driveway access;
and noise and air pollution (2)
 Concerns about business impacts (West Cocoa Pharmacy) during construction (1)
 Concerns about the effect and look in the vicinity of The Courtyards of Cocoa (1)
 Prefer to sell home rather than have five or ten feet acquired, which would result in huge impact
to remaining parcel (1)
Bicycle and Pedestrian Features
 Like to have a bike path, although not necessarily on both sides of the road (1)
 Need continuous sidewalks (1)
 Need bike lane (1)
 Continue sidewalk on the south side of Clearlake Road (1)
 Ensure that there are bike lanes at the Clearlake Road/Michigan Avenue intersection and east
of the intersection along Michigan Avenue (1)
Other
 Add to study mailing list (4)

Next Steps
This input will guide the study team as alternatives are developed and studied. Study updates will
continue to be posted on the study website (www.clearlakeroadstudy.com). The FDOT Project
Manager, Jazlyn Heywood, and the Consultant Project Manager, Rudy Gotmare, will continue to be
available to the public by responding to questions and providing project information as requested. It is
anticipated that the Alternatives Public Meeting will be held in Fall 2015.

Page 3 of 8

Figure 1
Notification Summary for the Public Kick-Off Meeting
Clearlake Road (State Road 501) PD&E Study
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Figure 2
Newsletter #1 (English) for the Clearlake Road (State Road 501) PD&E Study
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Figure 2 (continued)
Newsletter #1 (English) for the Clearlake Road (State Road 501) PD&E Study
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Figure 2
Newsletter #1 (Spanish) for the Clearlake Road (State Road 501) PD&E Study
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Figure 2 (continued)
Newsletter #1 (Spanish) for the Clearlake Road (State Road 501) PD&E Study
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